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Abstract Phantom limb pain ( PLP) is a hallucination that the patient feels the existence of the limb af-—
ter its loss and experiences somewhat pain of the missing limb. Such a pain normally appears in the distal
end of the missing limb. Currently the pathomechanism of PLP is still unclear and the clinical research
of PLP mainly relies on the subjective report of the patients and the psychophysical measurements. In this
paper we discuss extensively the pathomechanism of PLP and summarize comprehensively the advanced
methods for studying the pathomechanism of PLP. In short the paper could deepen our understanding of
the pathomechanism of PLP and could serve as an effective instruction basis for researchers and doctors
to diagnose and treat the PLP.
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